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The Reorganization/Regular Public Meeting of the East Newark Board of Education was held on May 18, 2020 at 
6:15 p.m. via Zoom. 

Agenda 
 
I.   Sunshine Statement/Call to Order/Flag Salute –  
 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., adequate notification of this 
meeting has been provided by advertising in the Jersey Journal and posted at the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 

BOARD MEMBER PRESENT ABSENT 

Ms. Slattery (Valeria) X  

Mr. Balsam (Mark) X  

Ms. Fernandes (Carla) X  

Ms. Goncalves (Brigite) X  

Ms. Lopez (Johanna) X  

 
 
II. Oath of Office for New Board Members 
Dr. Pantoliano swore in new Board member Valeria Slattery. 
 
III.  Nominations for the Office of Board President  
 
Chairman Pro Tem (Board Secretary) opens the floor to nominations for President: 
 
Board Secretary opens the floor to nominations for Board President. 
 
Nominated: Ms. Gongalves was nominated. 
 
Vote: Voice vote, all in favor. Motion carried.  
 
IV.  Nominations for the Office of Board Vice President  
 
Chairman Pro Tem opens the floor to nominations for Vice President: 
 
Nominated: Mr. Balsam was nominated and Ms. Lopez was nominated. 
 
Vote: Dr. Pantoliano called the role for Mr. Balsam as Vice President. Ms. Slattery, Mr. Balsam, Ms. Goncalves and 
Ms. Lopez voted in favor and Ms. Fernandes voted against. Motion carried.   
 
V. Executive Session (as needed)   
 
Executive Meeting was read by Dr. Pantoliano at 6:26 PM. 
  
Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education hereby adjourns to Executive Session in compliance with 
the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., for the reason(s) identified below.  The minutes of the 
discussion during Executive Session will be available to the public when such minutes have been approved by the 
Board of Education pursuant to N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1.1 and the need for confidentiality no longer exists. 
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a. Matters rendered confidential by Federal Law, State Law, or Court Rule 
b.  Individual privacy 
c. Collective bargaining agreements 
d. Purchase or lease of real property if public interest could be adversely affected 
e. Investment of public funds if public interest could be adversely affected 
f. Tactics or techniques utilized in protecting public safety and property 
g. Pending or anticipated litigation 
h. Attorney-client privilege 
i. Personnel – employment matters affecting a specific prospective or current employers  

 
 

Enter Executive Session:  Motion Mr. Balsam; Second Ms. Lopez; Voice Vote aye, none opposed. 
 
Exit Executive Session:  Motion Ms. Fernandes; Second Ms. Lopez; Voice Vote aye, none opposed. 
 
Dr. Pantoliano read the Code of Ethics in its entirety and called for questions or comments as the Board attorney 
was present if clarification was necessary. 
 
VI. Public Comment  
 None 
 
VII. Superintendent’s Report  
 

  As you probably know already, Governor Murphy has determined that schools will be closed for the 

remainder of the school year. At this time, there has been no guidance regarding summer school. We will be 

planning a contingency for summer school that will include virtual / remote learning, similar to our current 

implementation.  

 I have provided notice to the architect and the contractor that the bathroom renovations may commence 

immediately. This evening, you will be approving a contract with Billy Contracting and Restoration regarding 

the bathroom renovations. The contract pertains to the payment schedule, and includes the date of 

commencement and substantial completion. It has been reviewed and approved by both our architect and 

attorney.  

 You should have been notified by New Jersey School Boards Association that I have completed my portion of 

the superintendent evaluation which is due July 1. Now, board members must log onto the New Jersey School 

Board’s website to complete their portion. If you have any problem or concerns accessing the evaluation 

through the NJSBA website, please consult with Dr. Pantoliano.    

 I would like to provide a brief review of our District Summary Performance Report. The details will be posted 

on our website, and I encourage you to review the details and contact me with any questions. Compared with 

the growth of other students in the State of New Jersey, East Newark students achieved a SGPm of 68.5 in 

ELA, which exceeds the State standard. In math, our SGPm of 59 met the State standard. Although student 
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growth (as measured by SGPm) is impressive as I explained previously our scores in ELA increased 

dramatically. Specifically, 56.2% and 30.9% of students in ELA and Math respectively met or exceeded 

expectations on the New Jersey Student Learning Assessment. During the 2020 – 2021 school year, we will be 

putting a lot of attention and effort into increasing our math scores.    

 Please visit our website to see some entertaining videos that demonstrate how East Newark is staying 

connected with families during this crisis. The three videos that are posted include one for teacher 

recognition, another dance video performed by teachers and their families, and one that illustrates a recent 

Family Fun Night. The credit for these videos goes to our teachers. I have always touted their creativity. These 

videos are proof of their talent and love for our students and community.  

 The School Closure Plan is also on the agenda for board approval and is posted on the website. The most 

recent version, required by the Department of Education, includes details not included in earlier versions.  

 Unfortunately, this year’s graduation will be radically different from prior years. To facilitate the planning 

process, I have designated a committee consisting of Derris Brown, Isabella Luniewski (both teachers) who will 

serve as the co-chairpersons, Magaly Garnica (parent and PTO president) Samantha Vieira (parent) and Keri 

Sarro (mayor’s office). Their task is to organize a virtual graduation that will recognize the accomplishments of 

our graduating class.   

 I wish to congratulate Allison Garcia of the seventh grade who was recently accepted into the highly 

competitive New Jersey Seeds Program. Allison is bright, hardworking, and very respectful. New Jersey Seeds 

will prepare her for entrance into one of the finest high schools in the country. From there, she is likely to 

matriculate to an equally prestigious university. To make this financially possible for Allison and her family, 

from high school on, most of her room, board and tuition will be covered by grants.    

 Just to recap, some of our recent educational successes of our current eighth grade: Marissa Garnica, also a 

member of New Jersey Seeds, will be attending top a New Jersey high school, virtually tuition free. In addition, 

Nalani Arboleda has been accepted into Hudson County Schools of Technology.  

 On the agenda, you will find resolutions regarding to hire two math teachers, one for general education 

instruction, and the other for basic skills. The latter position has been vacant for most of the 2019 -2020 

school year. We will also be hiring a guidance counselor and a part-time CST Supervisor. The latter two 

positions were approved by the board at their last meeting. I am still attempting to fill the following positions: 

World Languages, grade 1 and middle school maternity leave, and special education.    

 
VIII. HIB report by Dr. Corbett 
 None 
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IX. Resolutions (Reorganization agenda) 
 
R-01 Approves Meeting Dates  
R-02 Approves Official Newspapers  
R-03 Approves Board Secretary 
R-04 Approves Treasurer of School Monies  
R-05 Approves Board Attorney   
R-06 Approves Negotiations Attorney   
R-07 Approves School Auditor   
R-08 Approves Insurance Consultant/Risk Manager  
R-09 Approves School Physician 
R-10 Approves Architect of Record  
R-09 Approves Affirmative Action Officer  
R-10 Approves Title IX Coordinator  
R-11 Approves Officers   
R-12 Approves Order of Business  
R-13 Approves Depository of School Funds  
R-14 Approves Curriculum  
R-15 Approves Policies & By-Laws  
R-16 Approves Federal and State Fund Agents for the Board of Education  
R-17 Approves Tax Requisition Schedule  
R-18 Approves Bank Signatories  
R-19 Approves Superintendent Transfer Authority 
R-20 Approves delegates and representatives 
R-21 Approve $100 per diem substitute teacher compensation 
 
 
R-01 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves the following meeting dates for the 
Board of Education business meetings for the 2019-20 School Year, and to advertise this resolution in the official 
newspaper of the East Newark Board of Education. 
 

Monday, June 15, 2020 
Monday, July 20, 2020 

Monday, August 17, 2020 
Monday, September 21, 2020 

Monday, October 19, 2020  
Monday, November 16, 2020 
Monday, December 21, 2020 

Monday, January 25, 2021 
Monday, February 22, 2021 

Monday, March 15, 2021 
Monday, April 19, 2021 

Monday, May 17, 2021 (reorganization/business meeting) 
 
R-02 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, designate the Jersey Journal as the official 

newspaper for advertisement of notices of the East Newark Board of Education; the Observer or the Star Ledger 

as alternate official newspapers.   

R-03 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves Letizia Pantoliano, Ed.D. as Board 
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Secretary for the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
R-04 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves Robert Knapp as Treasurer of School 
Monies for the 2020-2021 school year, with a stipend of $3,100.   
   
R-05 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves Cecilia E. Lindenfelser, whose address 
is 570 Kearny Avenue, Kearny, NJ 07032 as Counsel to the East Newark Board of Education for the 2020-21 school 
year at a rate of $150.00 per hour.  The Board is awarding this contract for professional services, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
18A:18A-5(a) (1), without public advertising for bids.   
 
R-06 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves Allan Roth of Roth D’Aquanni, LLC, 
whose address is 150 Morris Avenue, Springfield New Jersey as Negotiations Attorney for the East Newark Board of 
Education for the 2020-21 school year at a rate of $150.00 per hour. The Board is awarding this contract for 
professional services, pursuant to N.J.S.A 18A:18A-5(a) (1), without public advertising for bids.   

 
R-07 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves Samuel Klein & Company whose 

address is 550 Broad Street, Newark, NJ 07102 at an annual fee of $32,450, as the School Auditor for the 2020-21 

school year.  The Board is awarding this contract for professional services, pursuant to N.J.S.A 18A:18A-5(a) (1), 

without public advertising for bids.  

R-08 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves George Morville of Arthur J. Gallagher 
Risk Management Services whose address is 550 Newton-Sparta Road, Newton, NJ 07860, as Insurance 
Consultant/Risk Manager for the 2020-21 school year with a fee per Fund Agreement for the following: 
 

Property Insurance 
General Liability 

Employee Benefits Liability 
Crime Insurance 

Business Automobile Insurance 
Umbrella Liability Insurance 

School Board Legal Liability Insurance 
Worker’s Compensation Insurance 

Group Accident Insurance 
Student Accident Insurance 

Public Official Bonds 
 
R-09 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves Dr. Ponciano Palmiery as the School 

Physician whose address is 332 Harrison Avenue, Harrison, NJ 07029 for the 2020-21 school year at an annual fee 

of $4,000. The Board is awarding this contract for professional services, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5(a) (1), 

without public advertising for bids. 

R-10 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves USA Architects, Planer + Interiors 

Designers PA as the Architect of Record, whose address is 332 N. Doughty Avenue, Somerville, NJ 08876 for the 

2020-21 school year at per project fee based or fee schedule. The Board is awarding this contract for professional 

services, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5(a) (1), without public advertising for bids. 

R-11 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves the following compliance positions for 
the 2020-21 school year as follows: 
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  Position      Appointment 
 

Agency Compliance Office    Richard Corbett 
Affirmative Action Officer     Veronica Pereira 
Title IX Coordinator     Rosaura Bagolie, Ed.D. 
Section 504 Compliance Officer    Rosaura Bagolie, Ed.D. 
A.D.A. Coordinator     School Nurse 
Homeless Liaison     Veronica Pereira 
ADHERA Compliance Officer    Letizia Pantoliano, Ed.D. 
Right to Know Officer     Letizia Pantoliano, Ed.D. 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Coordinator  Letizia Pantoliano, Ed.D. 
Public Agency Compliance Officer   Letizia Pantoliano, Ed.D. 
Custodian of Public Records    Letizia Pantoliano, Ed.D. 
Health and Safety Officer    Letizia Pantoliano, Ed.D. 
^Purchasing Agent     Letizia Pantoliano, Ed.D. 
Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) Coordinator   Letizia Pantoliano, Ed.D. 
 

  ^ Bid Threshold $40,000 and Quote Threshold $6,000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
R-12 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves the order of business for the East 
Newark Board of Education Business Meetings as follows:  

 
I. Sunshine Statement/Call to Order/Flag Salute 
II. Executive Session (as needed) 
III. Public Comment (Agenda Items Only) 
IV. Superintendent’s Report 
V. HIB Report 
VI. Resolutions (consent agenda) 
VII. Old Business 
VIII. New Business 
IX. Public Comments/Questions 
X. Board Comments 
XI. Adjournment 

 
 
R-13 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves the following as Bank Depositories for 
the East Newark Board of Education, and to designate (1) the Board Treasurer, (2) President or Vice President, and 
(3) Superintendent (4) Business Administrator as authorized signatories:  
 

Valley National Bank 
Bank of America, N.A. 
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R-14 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves the curriculum on file for grades Pre-K 
through Grade 8 for the for the 2020-21 school year, unless modified upon the recommendation of the 
Superintendent.  
 
R-15 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves the School District Policies & By-Laws as 
adopted and written in the District Policy Manual (prepared and updated by Strauss Esmay) with the stipulation 
that the Board may further amend and supplement Board policies, including those policies establishing its own by-
laws and operational procedures.  
 
R-16 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves the Superintendent and the School 
Business Administrator as the Board’s Agents to request state and federal funds (as determined by the grantor) as 
follows, under the existing state and federal law as of the date of this organization meeting:  

 
Non- Public Nursing, Non-Public Textbooks, Chapter 192-193,  
Non-Public Technology, IDEA Basic, IDEA Pre-School Flow-Through,  
EASA, NCLB, Title I, Title II, Title IV, Title VI,  
Emergency Immigrant Education Program 

R-17 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves the requisition of taxes from the 
Borough of East Newark to be paid in twelve (12) equal monthly payments for the 2020-21 school year.  
 
 
R-18 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves the following account signatures at 
Valley National Bank: Board President, Board Vice-President, Treasurer, Superintendent and Board Secretary 
 
Account    Signatory   No. of Signers 
  
Current Account  Board President    3 
    Board Vice-President 
    Board Secretary 
    Treasurer 
 
Payroll Account   Board Secretary    1 
 
Payroll Agency   Board Secretary    2 
    Board President    
 
Capital Reserve Account Board President    3 
    Board Vice-President 
    Board Secretary 
    Treasurer 
 
Maintenance Reserve Account Board President    3 
    Board Vice-President 
    Board Secretary 
    Treasurer 
  
Student Activities Account Board Secretary    2  

Superintendent  
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Cafeteria   Board President    2 
    Board Vice-President 
    Board Secretary 
 
R-19 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves Superintendent or designee, be 
designated to approve such line item budget transfers as are necessary between Board of Education meetings, 
and that such transfers shall be reported to the Board of Education, ratified and duly recorded in the minutes of 
the next regular meeting, as provided by N.J.S.A. 18A:22-8.1. 
 
R-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves the following 
delegates/representatives be appointed for the 2020-21 school year. 
 
Appointment of ____TBD________________ as delegate to Hudson County School Boards Association 
Appointment of ____TBD_______________ as alternate delegate to Hudson County School Boards Association 
Appointment of   ___TBD__________ as sending district representative to Town of Harrison Board of Education 
 
R-21 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, approves substitute teacher compensation at 
$100 per diem for the 2020-21 school year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
X. Resolutions (consent agenda) 
 
05-736-20 Approval of Minutes  
05-737-20 Approve Bills and Claims from Current Account and Cafeteria Account April 2020 
05-738-20 Approve April 2020 payroll 
05-739-20 Approve financial reports – March 2020 
05-740-20  Approve job description for Supervisor of Special Services / LDTC.   
05-741-20 Approve job description for Special Education Teacher 
05-742-20 Approve Brandon Fronjian Boys / Girls basketball coach 
05-743-20 Approve Spectrotel contract 
05-744-20 Acknowledge the resignation of Richard Lopez 
05-745-20 Approve maternity leave of Derris Brown 
05-746-20 Approve maternity leave of Stephany Fardin 
05-747-20 Approve Silvia Rainho for School Guidance Counselor, MA Step 6.  
05-748-20 Acknowledge the resignation of Magdoulen Sawires, middle school math teacher. 
05-749-20 Approve Contractor / Owner agreement for bathroom renovations 

Reorganization Agenda:  Resolution R-01 thru R-21 

Motion:  Mr. Balsam Second:  Ms. Goncalves 

 Yea Ney Abstain Absent 

Ms. Slattery X    

Mr. Balsam Jr. (Mark) X    

Ms. Fernandes (Carla) X    

Ms. Goncalves (Brigite) X    

Ms. Lopez (Johanna) X    
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05-750-20 Approve 2020 – 2021 school calendar 
05-751-20 Approve School Health Related Closure Plan 
05-752-20 Approve contract for Rosaura Bagolie, LDTC, / CST Supervisor 
05-753-20 Approve contract for Letizia Pantoliano, School Business Administrator 
05-754-20 Approve Software Support Contract with Computer Solutions, Inc. 
05-755-20 Approve Maschio’s Food Service, Inc. for the 2020-21 school year 
05-756-20 Accept Donation from Robert Half 
05-757-20 Approve Ingrid Fullerton, middle school math teacher, MA Step 11. 
05-758-20 Approve Carol Costanzo, middle school math teacher, MA Step 11.  
 
 
05-736-20  Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves the minutes of the Regular Public Meeting held on April 20, 2020 as 
submitted.  

 
05-737-20  Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves the payment of Bills and Claims, from the Current Account and 
Cafeteria Account dated April 16, 2019 thru May 20, 2019 in the amount of $ 366,734.10.     

 
 
05-738-20  Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves the payment of April 15, 2019 and April 30, 2019 payrolls as follows: 
 

April 15, 2019  $   76,747.51 
April 30, 2019  $   75,942.71 
Total                $ 152,690.22 

 
05-739-20  Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves the Board Secretary’s (A148) Report, for the month ending March 
2020. 

05-740-20  Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, Approve job description for Supervisor of Special Services / LDTC. 

 
05-741-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves the job description for Special Education Teacher 
 
05-742-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, retroactively approves Brandon Fronjian Boys / Girls basketball coach. 
 
05-743-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, Approves Spectrotel contract. 
 
05-744-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, acknowledges the resignation of Richard Lopez. 
 
05-745-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves maternity leave for Derris Brown, from September 1 until October 9, 
2020. She will then commence her New Jersey Family Leave, which will extend until November 
24, 2020. 
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05-746-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves maternity leave for Stephany Fardin from September 1 until October 9, 
2020. She will then commence her New Jersey Family Leave, which will extend until November 
24, 2020. 

 
05-747-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves Silvia Rainho for School Guidance Counselor, MA Step 6 pending the 
completion of the criminal background check.  

 
05-748-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, acknowledges the resignation of Magdoulen Sawires, middle school math 
teacher. 

 
05-749-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approve Contractor / Owner agreement for bathroom renovations. 
 
05-750-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves the school calendar for the 2020-21 school year (see attachment). 
 
05-751-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves the Approve School Health Related Closure Plan. 
 
05-752-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves the Approve contract for Rosaura Bagolie, LDTC, / CST Supervisor. 
 
05-753-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves the approve contract for Letizia Pantoliano, School Business 
Administrator pending approval by the County Superintendent of Schools.  

 
05-754-20  Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves the attached Software Support Contract with Computers Solution, Inc. 
in the amount of $2,592.00 and an additional $2,340.00 for off-site storage for the 2020-21 school 
year. 

 
05-755-20  Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves Maschio’s Food Services, Inc. for Food Service Management Company 
Cost Reimbursable Contract Addendum School Year 2020-21 with a management fee of $7,662.24 
and loss limitation of $15,000 from July 1, 2020 thru June 30, 2021. 

 
05-756-20  Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, accept a donation from Robert Half Company for $195.00. 
 
05-757-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approves Ingrid Fullerton, middle school math teacher (Basic Skills [subject to 
change at the discretion of the Superintendent]) MA Step 11 pending the completion of the 
criminal background check. 

 
05-758-20 Be It Resolved, that the East Newark Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the 
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Superintendent, approves Carol Costanzo, middle school math teacher (general education 
[subject to change at the discretion of the Superintendent]), MA Step 11 pending the completion 
of the criminal background check. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
XII. Old Business  
 None 
 
XIII. New Business 
 Ms. Goncalves, as Board President, appointed Ms. Lopez as liaison to the Harrison Board of Education. 
 
XIV. Public Comment/Questions  
 None 
 
XV. Board Comments  
 Dr. Corbett congratulated Carol Costanza on her appointment as a math teacher. 
 
XVI. Adjournment  
 Motion Ms. Goncalves; Second Ms. Lopez; Voice Vote aye, none opposed. 

Consent Agenda:  Resolution 05-736-20 thru 05-758-20 

Motion:  Ms. Gongalves Second:  Ms. Lopez 

 Yea Ney Abstain Absent 

Ms. Slattery (Valeria) X    

Mr. Balsam Jr. (Mark) X    

Ms. Fernandes (Carla) X    

Ms. Goncalves (Brigite) X    

Ms. Lopez (Johanna) X    


